
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
   

 

 

 
 

 
 
  



June 10, 2024 
 
The Honorable Thomas Umberg 
Chair, Senate Judiciary Committee  
1020 N Street, Room 3240 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE: AB 3031 (Lee and Low) LGBTQ+ Commission – SUPPORT 

Dear Chair Umberg, 
 
On behalf of the undersigned organizations, we are writing in support of AB 3031 
(Lee and Low), which will establish a statewide LGBTQ+ Commission that 
represents California’s diverse LGBTQ+ community and shines a light on the 
unique challenges that LGBTQ+ people face. The Commission will play an 
important role in formulating statewide policy impacting all LGBTQ+ people, 
including assessing and monitoring programs and legislation designed to 
remove systemic barriers. 
 
California in recent years has become a national leader in the fight for LGBTQ+ 
civil rights, passing laws that protect access to gender-affirming care, expand 
inclusive education, and ensure that major statewide anti-discrimination 
protections cover sexual orientation and gender identity. But despite California 
coming a long way in the fight for full, lived equality for LGBTQ+ people, our 
state is not immune to the wave of anti-LGBTQ+ hate, violence, and extremism 
sweeping the country.  
 
Hate crimes and violence against LGBTQ+ people are on the rise, with 29% more 
hate incidents motivated by sexual orientation bias and 55% more hate crimes 
motivated by anti-transgender or anti-gender nonconforming bias between 
2021 and 2022. Local school boards are also moving to reverse hard-fought civil 
rights protections for the LGBTQ+ community, including imposing ‘forced outing’ 
policies for LGBTQ+ students and banning LGBTQ+-inclusive curriculum. 
Nationally, over 500 anti-LGBTQ+ bills were introduced in 2023 in more than 40 
states, with 84 of them being signed into law. Nearly 500 anti-LGBTQ+ bills were 
introduced across the nation within the first three months of 2024 alone. 
 
AB 3031 is an important step that empowers the LGBTQ+ community with 
independent representation to advise the Governor and Legislature on policy 
and regulation, identify statewide needs, and help lawmakers in implementing 
supportive policies and programs. The Commission will be an important 
demonstration of California’s commitment to being a civil rights leader and will 
help ensure that the voices of the most vulnerable members in our community 
are heard at the highest levels of government. For these reasons and more, we 



are proud to support AB 3031 and respectfully urge your “AYE” vote when it is 
heard in the Senate Judiciary Committee.   

Sincerely, 

 

 
Tony Hoang  
Executive Director  
Equality California 
 

 
Ebony Harper  
Executive Director  
California TRANScends 

 
Gabrielle Doyle  
Senior Manager of State Advocacy   
The Trevor Project 
 

 
Irene Kao  
Executive Director  
Courage California 
 

 
James Suazo  
Executive Director  
Long Beach Forward 
 
 
 



 
Kevin Al Perez  
President   
Somos Familia Valle 
 

 
Lana Patel  
Project and Community Outreach Manager  
Parivar Bay Area 
 

 
Nicole Santamaria 
Executive Director  
El/La Para TransLatinas 
 

 
Tim Schuh  
Treasurer  
TransYouth Liberation 
 

 
Tim Schuh  
Board Member  
TransFamily Support Services 
 

 
Sonya Tianang 
Executive Director  
API Equality-LA 
 
 



 
Evan Minton 
CA State Senior Policy & Programmatic Manager  
Voices for Progress 
 

 
Gael Lala-Chavez 
Executive Director   
LYRIC  
 
 

 
Angela Givant 
Representative   
GUSD Parents for Public Schools  
 
 

 
Paulina Angel 
Founder/Director  
Transgender Resource, Advocacy and Network Service  
 

 
Jacob Sandoval 
State Director  
CA LULAC 
 
 

 
Grey James 
glendaleOUT  



 
Francisco Sapp 
Center Director  
San Mateo County Pride Center 
 
 

 
Sudabeh Farokhnia 
Co-founder / Treasurer   
Iranian American Democrats of California 
 

 
Amy Hom and Melissa Maceyko 
Directors of Public Policy  
AAUW California 
 

 
Bamby Salcedo 
President/CEO  
The TransLatin@ Coalition 
 

 
Rachel Kafele 
Director of Programs and Advocacy  
Oasis Legal Services 
 

 
Edward Holzhauer 
Director of Outreach/Events  
Transgender Health & Wellness Center 



 
Elvia Torres 
Chief Executive Officer  
SPIRITT Family Services 
 
 

 
Craig E. Thompson 
Chief Executive Officer  
APLA Health 
 
 

 
Jesus Martell Gonzalez 
Executive Director  
The Center for Sexuality & Gender Diversity 
 

 
Kanan Durham 
Executive Director  
Pride at the Pier 
 

 
Darcy Totten 
Interim Executive Director  
California Commission on the Status of Women & Girls 
 

 
David Heitstuman 
CEO  
Sacramento LGBT Community Center 



 

 
Dennis Nicely 
Co-Chairperson   
GLSEN San Diego  
 

 
Jason Scott 
Executive Director  
LGBT Community Network 
 

 
Kimi Barbosa 
Executive Director  
Positive Images 
 

 
Rin Alajaji 
State and Local Policy Manager  
GLSEN 
 
 
cc: The Honorable Alex Lee and Evan Low, Authors 
 The Honorable Members, Senate Judiciary Committee 
 
 


